Studies on Course Design and Material Evaluation

ByP.Y.Lin&S.F Su
Summer, 2008 Tue. 1:30-4:40 p.m. & Fri. 9:00-12:10 a.m.

Course Description:

This course aims to provide students with the major approaches of language
syllabus/curriculum/course design and the guidelines for analyzing, evaluating, and
developing EFL materials. Students are to survey and compare different English
language syllabus/curriculum/course designs and various kinds of English teaching
materials used in Taiwan and some other Asian countries, so as to equip them with the
ability to design a language program/language course and enable them to select, adapt
and hopefully, write teaching materials for EFL courses as well.

Activities:
Lecture; oral presentation; discussion; survey; design of /evaluation on different English
language syllabus/curriculum/course and teaching materials.

Requirement & Grading:
A. S. F Su: (Course Design)
1. Regular attendance and active participation in classroom discussion. (10%/20%)
2. Oral presentation as well as some critical comments on the papers or the issues
concerned. (20%/0%)
3. Group project on any of the following: (20%/30%) (Written work)
(1) Conduct a need survey with a particular group.
(2) Design a language program for a particular group of students (e.g. an adult
English program at YMCA).
(3) Evaluate a language program/a teacher training program.
(4) Make a critical comment on any article inside the reading materials.

B. P.Y. Lin: (Material Evaluation)
Regular attendance and active participation in classroom discussion. (20%)
Group project on analyzing two volumes/sets of English textbooks (30%)

Textbook & Supplementary Materials:

1. Richards, J. C. (2001). Curriculum Development in Language Teaching, Cambridge
University Press.

2. Selected readings from reference books, related articles, and other related
documents or data.
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Tentative Course Schedule: (7/4-7/29 Course Design; 8/1-8/22 Material Evaluation)
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Introduction & Orientation

The origins of language curriculum development (1)

From syllabus design to curriculum development (2)

The evolution of syllabus design/Context and function (Yalden)
Language functions in applied linguistics (Yalden)
Product-oriented syllabuses/Process-oriented syllabuses (Nunan)
Language program development (Yalden)

Designing a communicative syllabus (1) (Yalden)

The proportional approach (Yalden)

Designing a communicative syllabus (11) (Yalden)

Needs analysis (3)

Situation analysis (4)

Planning goals and learning outcomes (5)

Course planning and syllabus design (6)

Providing for effective teaching (7)

Guest speaker’s lecture

Approaches to evaluation (9)

The role and design of instructional materials (8)

Cunningworth, A. (1995) Choosing Your Coursebook. Heinemann.
Ch. 1: Choosing course books—the essentials

Ch. 10: Communicative course books

Ch. 11: ESP materials

Skierso’s “Textbook selection and evaluation” (1991)

Byrd’s “Textbook: Evaluation for selection and analysis for
implementation” (2001)

Breen’s “Authenticity in the language classroom” (1985)
Related checklists for textbook evaluation

Guest speaker’s lecture

Adapting published materials (Cunningworth, 1995, Ch. 12)
Adapting materials (McDonough, J. & Shaw, C. ed. 2003. Materials
and Methods in ELT: A teacher’s guide 2" ed. Blackwell
Publishing.)

Group projects on textbook evaluation

Group projects on textbook evaluation



