Second Language Research Methods

Course Description

The purpose of this course is to introduce a clear and comprehensive overview of linguistic research methods in applied linguistics.  The course is aimed at those who are new to studies in the field of language learning or who may have done or written some research work without academic guidance.  Specific focus is on how to help education researchers and classroom teachers understand and critique published studies in applied linguistics.  After completing this course, students are expected to have become interested enough to delve further into the literature and maybe even to embark on research of their own.

Required Course Book
Nunan, David. Research Methods in Language Learning, 10th printing. Cambridge

University Press, 2001.
Course Requirements

Grade for the course will be computed as follows: (i) exam: 60%, (ii) oral presentation: 20%, and (iii) class participation: 20%

Tentative Course Outline (RM for Research Methods in Language Learning) (The finalized schedule will be announced in the first class)
Session 1: 
Course introduction

Session 2: 
Research design: RM 1
Session 3: 
Identifying and using library sources

Session 4: 
The experimental method: RM 2
Session 5: 
The experimental method: RM 2
Session 6: 
Ethnography: RM 3
Session 7: 
Ethnography: RM 3
Session 8:
Midterm 

Session 9:
Case study: RM 4
Session 10:
Classroom observation and research: RM 5
Session 11:
Classroom observation and research: RM 5
Session 12:
Introspective methods: RM Ch 6
Session 13:
Elicitation technique: RM Ch 7
Session 14:
Doing research: RM 10;
Session 15:
Finals

